Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1870-1879

Van Raalte Papers

11-9-1872

The Obituary of Cornelius De Wit Was Published in The Holland
City News On This Date

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1870s

The original documents are held in the Holland Museum. This digitized material is intended for
personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for commercial
use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in writing from
the Holland Museum.
Recommended Citation
"The Obituary of Cornelius De Wit Was Published in The Holland City News On This Date" (1872). Van
Raalte Papers: 1870-1879. 131.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1870s/131

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1870-1879 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

9 November 1872

Holland, Michigan

The obituary of Cornelius De Wit was published in The Holland City News on this date. Mr. De
Wit had died on the 6`11 of November. De Wit had been in the Dutch army for many years. He
emigrated to America in 1847 and served as sexton at the "old log church in this place during the
first five years of the colony. The city donated him a house and Dr. Van Raalte, a lot." His age
was 92 at the time of his death. His biography had been written but the manuscript was destroyed
the previous year in the Holland Fire.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

Holland Genealogy Society Newsletter

Autumn 2005, Volume 31 Issue 1

Cornelius De Wit Obituary
(Published in The Holland City News, Nov. 9, 1872; found by Dr. Robert Mahaney)

pf

"DIED in this city, Nov. 6th, 1872, Cornelius De Wit, aged 92 years, 6 months, and 20 days. Mr.
De Wit was born April 17th, 1780; left his home when only 17 years old and enlisted in the army of
Holland. During his military career, he was acknowledged as one of the bravest and reckless of
soldiers. He was engaged in over 100 battles and skirmishes, has been in Algiers, was a prisoner
of war several times, was in the French army with Napoleon for several years. He took an active
part in the battle of Waterloo, and was with Napoleon when he made his fatal crusade against
Russia. He was a soldier 18 years, nearly all the time in artillery service. He left the army shortly
after the battle of Waterloo.
A remarkable change occurred in his life at the age of 52. Having married and settled in life, and
being dependent upon his labor for support, he emigrated to America in June, 1847; was sexton at
the old log church in this place during the first 5 years of the colony. The citizens donated him a
house and Dr. VanRaalte, a lot. His wife died in 1868, at the ripe old age of 79. He retained all
his energies and faculties until occurred the day of burning of our city last year. Until that event
the venerable old man might have been seen almost any day walking our streets. He leaves one
son, several grand and great-grandchildren to mourn his loss.
His biography was written to have been published after his death, but was destroyed by fire. He
had a happy faculty of securing and retaining friends, and in his old age was respected and beloved
by all who knew him."

Note: "Dutch Emigrants to U.S., S. Africa, S. America, and Southeast Asia, 1836-1880" p. 340,
by Dr. Robert Swierenga, lists "Cornelis Witte". He immigrated to U.S. in 1847 from the village
of Oudorp, Zuid Holland Province, the Netherlands, and was listed as a workman, age 65. He was
accompanied by one female, and traveled 4ffi Class. On same page are listed 11 other families (or
individuals) named "Witte" who also immigrated between 1847 and 1880 from the village of
Oudorp.
The 1850 federal census of Ottawa Co., MI. lists Cornelis Witte (age 69) and wife, Helena Witte
(age 60) residing in the city of Holland. The 1860 census of same city shows them as Cornelius
Witte (age 80) and wife "Lena" (age 70). It is not known why the obituary shows him as Cornelius
De Wit.
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